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Who is Francesco Bagnaia? 
Pecco Bagnaia: the elegance of speed

Bologna Motorvalley Italy, 24.06.2026, 19:53 Time

USPA NEWS - Turin, January 14, 1997. A child running after a basketball, a Juventus supporter, growing up with a sister — Carola
— who couldn’t pronounce “Francesco” and forever renamed him Pecco. A simple, almost childlike nickname that became the
trademark of one of the most elegant, technical, and determined riders of his generation. A name that today, in the paddock, is no
longer a diminutive: it is an icon.

 The beginnings: pure talent, hunger for speed
Pecco grew up in the lower categories with fierce consistency, a cleanliness of riding that already seemed carved in marble. He is not
a loud talent: he is a methodical one, built lap after lap, mistake after mistake, victory after victory.
The first major seal arrives in 2018, when he wins the Moto2 World Championship with a maturity that surprises even the experts. It is
the prelude to something bigger, deeper, more historic.

The Ducati era: a partnership that rewrote history
When destiny brings him to Borgo Panigale, the Desmosedici GP becomes his second skin. He doesn’t tame it: he interprets it. He
doesn’t force it: he listens to it. He doesn’t simply ride it: he sculpts it.
Together they build an empire:
• 31 victories
• 63 podiums
• 28 pole positions
• Two MotoGP World Championships (2022 and 2023)
The Bagnaia–Ducati partnership becomes the most successful in the history of the Bologna manufacturer. Eight seasons of shared
projects, six of them with the Ducati Lenovo Team, transform Pecco into the face of the red revolution.
But even the brightest stories have an ending. It is official: Bagnaia and Ducati will part ways at the end of the 2026 season. A decision
that shakes the paddock, but opens a new chapter.

The new horizon: the Aprilia chapter
From 2027, Pecco will wear the glossy black and technical elegance of Aprilia Racing. And he won’t be alone: at his side will be Marco
Bezzecchi, teammate, rival, friend, opponent of a thousand battles. An Italian duo, young and fierce, ready to rewrite another page of
MotoGP.
Aprilia — which in recent years has built an increasingly refined RS GP — finds in Bagnaia the rider capable of turning speed into
method, pressure into clarity, racing into storytelling.
And with the arrival of the new Aprilia 800, 2027 becomes a turning point, a threshold, a new beginning.

The man behind the helmet
Off the track, Pecco is a simple, reserved guy, deeply connected to his roots. Since 2016, he has been in a relationship with Domizia,
whom he married in 2024. A private balance that has allowed him to face the emotional rollercoaster of modern motorcycle racing with
serenity.

Portrait inside a frame
Bagnaia is a frame in motion — but not just any motion. He is the kind of movement a photographer recognizes instantly, the kind that
cannot be fully frozen, because even in stillness it carries an echo, a vibration, a breath.
The visor reflects the sky like a sheet of water, an horizon that changes color depending on the angle, the light, the moment. Inside that
curve of polycarbonate there is not only the reflection of the world: there is his concentration, his mental geometry, his ability to turn
chaos into order.



The Desmosedici vibrates beneath him like a living animal, a mechanical predator that recognizes its rider. Every fiber of carbon
seems to respond to his micro movements, as if the bike were breathing with him. It is a silent dialogue, a language made of pressure,
weight, millimeters — a language very few can truly speak.

His posture is composed, surgical. There is no wasted gesture, no hesitation. Bagnaia’s body does not “sit” on the bike: it inhabits it.
Knees, elbows, shoulders — everything is calibrated, everything is necessary. It is a dance, but a dance that allows no mistakes, a
choreography written at 300 km/h.
Pecco is a rider who does not shout: he carves. He does not seek chaos: he governs it. He does not win by chance: he builds. Every
victory is an architecture, every overtake a project, every race a chapter of a manual only he knows.
And now, as the Ducati red at the end of 2026 slowly fades behind him like a sunset that refuses to die, a new black and silver horizon
opens before him. A horizon that smells of revolution, challenge, future.

2027 is not just a year: it is a threshold. It is the moment when a champion changes skin, changes colors, changes destiny. It is the
beginning of another story to tell, another season to photograph, another trajectory to chase through the viewfinder.
With the new Aprilia 800, Bagnaia enters a new chapter in the Italian novel of MotoGP. A chapter made of technical elegance,
ambition, courage. A chapter in which his riding will become even more sculpture, even more gesture, even more vision.
Another challenge to live. Another thousand images to capture.
Good luck, Pecco.
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